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The Heritage Academy Gateway High School Course Catalog has been designed to provide course selection 
information for the 2026-2027 school year. Scholars are encouraged to consult with parents, advisors, and 
teachers to carefully consider the information within this catalog to aid in selecting courses that will satisfy their 
graduation requirements, as well as post-graduation plans.  

The information presented in this Course Catalog describes the academic and elective offerings available to 
scholars for the 2026-2027 school year. It is important to review graduation requirements and ensure that course 
selections are made with serious consideration. Some courses may have prerequisite requirements that must be 
satisfied to enroll in the course.  

It should be noted that not all the courses offered will be made available due to limited student requests and 
teacher availability. For this reason, it is important during the pre-registration period to make thoughtful selections 
to equalize course enrollments and minimize scheduling changes.  
 

WHAT’S NEW FOR 2026-2027?  

 
New Courses Offered at Heritage Academy Gateway High School: 
 
Hon Speech and Debate (COM 225) 
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REGISTRATION PROCESS 

Scholars will register during their English classes February 2-5th. Any scholar not present on these dates will 
need to make an appointment to schedule with the assistant principal. 

You will be requesting for the whole year at this time; it is, therefore, important that scholars make course 
selections carefully as classes are formed based on student requests. Some courses listed in the catalog may not be 
available if the registration is not sufficient to hold the class. Each scholar must register for the equivalent of 8 
classes each semester; 4 of the 8 classes will meet Monday/Wednesday and the other 4 will meet on 
Tuesday/Thursday.  

Scholars attending Heritage Academy must be enrolled full time. Seniors should be registered in a minimum of 6 
classes to be considered full-time. EVIT scholars are expected to be registered in a minimum of 4 Heritage courses 
to be considered full time. Release Time is not considered a Heritage course.  

All registration matters will be handled via email. Schedules will be available July 20, 2026 and should be printed 
out prior to the first day of school, July 21, 2026. 

To register for courses scholars will need to know their PowerSchool login information. Course selection sheets will 
be sent home one week prior to in-class registration for parents and scholars to fill out together at home. If your 
scholar needs to retrieve user ID and password, please email vdespain@heritageacademyaz.com or contact the 
front office.  

 

COURSE FEES 

 
For courses with an associated course fee, payment is due in full by the invoice due date. Any scholar with an 
outstanding balance to the school will not be enrolled into any fee-bearing course until the balance is paid in full or 
a payment arrangement has been with the front office. Payment arrangements that are not kept will result in the 
scholar being withdrawn from the fee bearing course and placed into a non-fee bearing course that is available 
during that same class period. The following policies/procedures apply to fee payments: 
 

•  Fee Payment: Fees for all classes; fall, winter, and spring; must be paid upfront or scholar may be 
dropped from the class. 

•  ECA State Tax Credit: ECA funds are non-refundable. However, they can be attributed to another ECA 
eligible course.  Unless indicated, all payments will be recorded as NON-ECA Payments. Receipts will be 
emailed to the Payer. 

• Payment Methods: 
o All payments must be made through our online payment system, MySchoolBucks. Cash and 

checks are no longer accepted. 
• Refunds Policy: If a scholar withdraws prior to the first game, one half of the participation fee will be 

refunded. * However, athletes who quit or are injured after the first game or are dismissed for 
disciplinary reasons at any time will have no portion of the participation fee refunded. There will also 
be no refunds after the first 3 weeks of classes. 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:vdespain@heritageacademyaz.com
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COURSE SCHEDULING  

Heritage Academy Gateway will make every effort to schedule course requests from the scholar; however, since 
the schedule is completed on a full-year basis, the following circumstances may affect scheduling:   
 

• If an insufficient number of scholars request a course, the course will not be made available. If a course is 
not offered, every effort will be made to schedule an alternate selection from the course request form.   

• If a selected course request conflicts with another request, every effort will be made to schedule an 
alternate selection from the course request form to replace the unscheduled course. 

• If a scholar chooses a course and does not meet the prerequisite or did not complete the course, the 
scholar’s schedule will be adjusted accordingly. 

• If a scholar has an outstanding balance owed to the school, he/she will not be permitted to enroll in a fee-
bearing class until balance is paid in full. 
 

For these reasons, it is critical that the scholar completes the “alternate selections” section of the course request 
form. Please note that if the “alternate selections” section is not completed, the student will be scheduled for any 
non-fee bearing elective(s) available. 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGE PROCESS 

Scholar-initiated schedule changes for both semesters will begin on the first day of class. No schedule change 
requests or changes will occur after the second week of the first semester, except for teacher requests.  

A scholar’s schedule may only be changed under the following conditions:  

• Fee or medical issues (injuries) 
• An additional course is needed for graduation 
• Scholar failed to meet prerequisite for course 
• Successful completion of an approved accredited course during summer 
• Administrative discretion (imbalance of class loads, loss of course due to availability, etc.)  

 
 
 

LATE REGISTRATION AND ADD/DROP POLICIES 

• Scholars registering late or wishing to change classes must do so in the first week of school. 
• No classes may be added after the first week of school, with the exception of teacher requests. 
• All scholars who are on campus must be enrolled in a class; no scholar will be allowed to loiter at the school. 
• Scholars wishing to drop a class must do so within the first week of the semester without penalty. 
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EDUCATION AND CAREER ACTION PLAN 

In accordance with Arizona Administrative Code R7-2-302-.05, effective for the 2013 graduation class each scholar 
in grades 9-12 will participate in the development of an individual Education and Career Action Plan (ECAP). The 
ECAP will encompass each scholar’s high school graduation plan, post-secondary education opportunities 
(admissions requirements, applications, and financial assistance), and career aspirations to help each scholar reach 
their fullest potential. To ensure that each student is developing and progressing with his/her plan, a College Coach 
is available and working with the scholars semi-annually.  

 
 

ADMISSION TO COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Scholars planning to attend four-year colleges or universities should determine the entrance requirements of the 
school they wish to attend. 
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GRADUATION REQUIRMENTS AND UNIVERSITY ADMISSION 
STANDARDS 

The following table illustrates the course requirements for completion of a high school diploma at Heritage 
Academy Gateway, as well as recommendations for satisfying in-state university and college competencies. 
University and college competencies may vary by institution; therefore, scholars should carefully examine 
admission requirements in college catalogs and specific college websites. Scholars should consult with parents and 
school advisors regarding course selections and credits.  

 

Heritage Academy 
Curriculum General Graduation Requirements 

Dual 
Enrollment 

Courses 
In-State University / College Competencies 

ENGLISH 4 credits 2 4 credits 
(composition and literature based) 

MATH 4 credits 3 

4 credits 
1 year each of: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, 

and an advanced class where Algebra II is 
prerequisite 

SCIENCE 

4 credits 

6 

3 credits 
Must complete 1 credit each of 3 

different sciences. (Bio, Chemistry, 
Physics, Anatomy & Physiology) 

 1 credit each of 3 different lab sciences selected 
from the following: Chemistry, Physics, or 

Biology, Earth Science 

HISTORY 
 

4 credits 3 2 credits 
 Am. Hist. and 1 other 

FOREIGN LANG. 2 credits 5 2 credits 
2 years of same language 

FINE ARTS 1 credit 1  1 credit 

PE 1 credit     

REQUIRED CORE 
COURSES 

20 credits 
  16 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES 6 credits   5.5 7 
 

TOTAL REQUIRED 26 credits    23 credits 
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

CREDITS 

Course credits will be awarded on a semester basis. Scholars will be awarded one-half credit for demonstration of 
course mastery of 70% (grade of “C” or better) based on course performance standards.  
 
All courses taught for credit will receive a letter grade or a pass/fail option. Grade point and the percentage used 
are listed below. Dual Enrollment classes are weighted on a 5.0 scale. Please note, credit is awarded for a letter 
grade “C” or higher; scholars earning a letter grade of a “D” will receive zero credits for the class and may be 
required to repeat the course.  

Grade 
Percent   

Letter 
Grade   Quality 

Points 
90 & above  A  4.0 

80-89  B   3.0 

70-79  C  2.0 

60-69  D  0.0 

59 & below  F  0.0 
 

REPEATING A COURSE 

High School scholars failing a core class will be required to retake the course. Retaking the course is the scholar’s 
responsibility and should be taken during the summer, as priority is given to scholars taking an in-person class the 
first time. A scholar repeating a course is not guaranteed a seat in the class if he or she attempts to take it in 
person. 
 
If the course is retaken as a correspondence (online) course or at a community college or university, the scholar 
will need to complete the Permission to Substitute a Class form and seek approval from the appropriate teacher, 
department chair, and Heritage Administrator prior to enrolling in the alternative course.  
 
In many cases, a student fails a class because of not doing the required work. Students will want to seriously 
consider the consequences of not doing the required work during the regular school semester/year. It is much 
easier to do the work when assigned than to choose not to do the work and have to make it up during the 
summer. Summer school classes cost money and take time from family and vacation time. 

 

TRANSFERABLITY OF CREDITS  

Transferability of credits from other educational institutions is not automatic. Transfer credits will be evaluated 
based on official transcripts to determine whether a course will be accepted as a core or elective course.  Scholars 
seeking to replace a course offered at Heritage Academy Gateway with a course from another institution must 
complete a Permission to Substitute a Class form prior to taking the class to ensure that credit will be awarded for 
the class. 

 

http://www.heritageacademyaz.com/tasks/sites/heritage2/assets/File/_current/Permission%20to%20Substitute%20a%20Class.pdf
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HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 

Heritage Academy offers one scholastic diploma; all scholars are required to earn 26 credits and meet the 
requirements listed below for graduation. Additionally, scholars are encouraged to achieve excellence beyond the 
requirements for graduation. Scholars who plan to attend a 4-year college or university should pay particular 
attention to the requirements below. Those attending a junior college will also need to satisfy all the entrance 
requirements of the Arizona universities, either in high school or at the junior college level before advancing. 

Heritage Academy 
Curriculum General Graduation Requirements 

Dual 
Enrollment 

Courses 
In-State University / College Competencies 

ENGLISH 4 credits 2 4 credits 
(composition and literature based) 

MATH 4 credits 3 

4 credits 
1 year each of: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, 

and an advanced class where Algebra II is 
prerequisite 

SCIENCE 

4 credits 

6 

3 credits 
Must complete 1 credit each of 3 

different sciences. (Bio, Chemistry, 
Physics, Anatomy & Physiology) 

 1 credit each of 3 different lab sciences selected 
from the following: Chemistry, Physics, or 

Biology, Earth Science 

HISTORY 
 

4 credits 3 2 credits 
 Am. Hist. and 1 other 

FOREIGN LANG. 2 credits 5 2 credits 
2 years of same language 

FINE ARTS 1 credit 1  1 credit 

PE 1 credit     

REQUIRED CORE 
COURSES 

20 credits 
  16  

ELECTIVE COURSES 
6 credits   5.5 7  

TOTAL REQUIRED 26 credits   23 credits 
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 HIGH SCHOOL COURSE ELECTIVES  

All high school scholars are encouraged to expand and improve their talents. We encourage scholars to take an 
interest in and involve themselves in music, art, and sports. Classes are available from beginning to advanced 
levels. 

Scholars are also encouraged to develop their physical abilities. Team sports will compete in the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association (AIA). For course descriptions please see descriptions as listed in the High School 
Curriculum guide below. (*-teacher recommendation/audition required)  

Yearbook Sinfonia Orchestra * Girls & Boys Track and Field Spanish I-IV 

Art Chamber Orchestra* Girls & Boys Soccer French I-III 

Music Theory and Songwriting Guitar Boys Baseball American Sign Language I & II 

Survey of Music History  Percussion Ensemble  Boys Basketball Psychology 

Drama I Piano I-III Boys Volleyball Computers in Bus. Operations I & II 

Honors Drama * Robotics II Swimming & Swim Team Entrepreneurship 

Stagecraft Girls Volleyball  Speech and Debate (12th only) Digital Imaging 

Musical Theater* Kenpo II & III Girls Basketball CTE Honors Computers 

CTE Internship Education  Dance I-III* Wrestling Foundations of Personal Finance 

Concert Choir  Dance Company * Tackle Football Hon Intro to Human Communication 

Jazz and Show Choir * Ballroom I-III* Softball Scholar Council* 

Gateway Singers* Pilates Golf Teacher Aide 

Concert Band *min. 1 yr. experience PE  HS Weight Training Release Time (non-credit course) 

Symphonic Band * Cross Country HS Girls Weight Training Study Hall (non-credit course) 

Intro to Robotics/S.T.E.A.M.  Number Sense* Advanced Weight Training Childhood Development I-IV 

Work Experience (12th only) Drivers Education Bowling Girl’s Flag Football  
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REQUIRED COURSES FOR GRADUATION 

Listed below are the courses required of all scholars graduating from Heritage Academy. In addition to these 
required courses, scholars may take additional courses described in each department to achieve greater mastery 
and earn a certificate of distinction. 

Subject  Grade course is taken Credits     
History – (4 credits required)     
   World History (Dual Enrollment Option)  9th  1 
   American History (Dual Enrollment Option)  10th or 11th  1 
   Modern US History and Culture 
   Economics (Dual Enrollment Option)  

11th 
12th  

1 
.5 

   American Government (Dual Enrollment Option)  12th  .5     
English – (4 credits required)    
   English 9  9th  1 
   English 10  10th  1 
   British Literature / World Literature  11th and 12th 1 
   ENG 101 / ENG 102 (Dual Enrollment Option)  11th and 12th 1 
   ENG110/ENH 111 (Dual Enrollment Option)  12th 1     
Mathematics – (4 credits required)    
   Algebra I  9th  1 
   Geometry  9th or 10th 1 
   Algebra II   10th or 11th  1 
   College Math or Pre-Calculus (Dual Enrollment 
Option)  

11th or 12th  1 

   Calculus (Dual Enrollment Option)  12th  1     
Science – (4 credits required)    
   Integrated Science (Dual Enrollment Option)  9th 1 
   Biology Concepts (Dual Enrollment Option)  10th  1 
   Chemistry (Dual Enrollment Option)  11th  1 
   Physics (Dual Enrollment Option)  12th  1 
   Anatomy (Dual Enrollment option)  12th 1 
   BIO181/BIO182 (Dual Enrollment option)  12th 1 
 

   
Foreign Language – 2 credits required  9th-12th  2 
**Must have 2 credits in the same language** 
Spanish III & Spanish IV (Dual Enrollment option) 
French I - III (Dual Enrollment option) 

 

  
 

   
Fine Arts – 1 credit required  9th-12th  1 
 

   
P.E./Health – 1 credit required  9th-12th  1 
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HIGH SCHOOL CLASS SCHEDULE 

High School (9 - 12 Grades) 

Day Period 1 Period 2 
HS Lunch I 

(Citizenship I) 
 HS Lunch II 

(Citizenship II) Period 3 Period 4 
A (Mon & Wed) 8:00-9:35 9:40-11:17 11:22-11:44 11:49-12:10 12:15-1:50 1:55-3:30 

B (Tues & Thu) 8:00-9:35 9:40 - 11:17 11:22-11:44 11:49-12:10 12:15-1:50 1:55-3:30 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 

S = Semester Class (meets every other day)   Y = Yearlong Class (meets every other day)                       
       

HONORS DISTINCTIONS 

 
Honors Distinctions are available to Heritage scholars in most areas.  Those interested should meet with the 
department chair their freshman year to discuss the requirements for the distinction.
 

ENGLISH/DUAL ENROLLMENT ENGLISH 

Subject area goals: 
• To introduce scholars to a variety of literary works, instilling in them a critical appreciation for great literature.  
• To develop in scholars an ever-increasing proficiency in reading, analyzing, understanding, and interpreting written 

works.  
• To provide scholars with the skills necessary to express themselves in both written and oral communications.  
• Scholars must complete 4 years of English. 

 
130 9TH GRADE ENGLISH                                    Y – 1 CR  
This course emphasizes rhetoric and composition 
with a focus on understanding writing as a process. 
Writing projects require scholars to engage in all 
parts of the writing process: planning, drafting, 
revising, and editing. Scholars will learn narrative, 
persuasive, and research-based writing and will 
strengthen their writing skills by completing several 
in-depth writing projects. 
*9th Grade English Class – Yearlong  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

140 10TH GRADE ENGLISH                                    Y – 1 CR  
An integrated course focusing on authors/ poets in 
American Literature – from early American to 
twentieth century. Students will develop 
organizational and group skills through projects and 
presentations. Evaluating literary elements and 
developing reading strategies will be accomplished 
through an in-depth study of classic literature, such 
as Mark Twain and Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
*10th Grade English Literature Class – Yearlong 
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132 WORLD LITERATURE                      Y – 1 CR  

This course integrates writing for a variety of 
audiences with a study of literature. Universal 
themes in literature are explored in the fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry, drama and short stories of many 
cultures and many eras. Composition emphasizes 
research skills, multi-paragraph exposition, critical 
analysis and thesis development and defense. 
*Offered every other year. (2026-2027) 
Prerequisite:  9th & 10th grade English courses 
 

133 BRITISH LITERATURE                      Y – 1 CR  

An integrated language arts course focusing on a 
survey of British Literature studied in the context of 
the religious, social, and political influences on the 
authors. Evaluation of literary elements and critical 
analysis through writing will be stressed as scholars 
study literary classics. The course focuses on many 
genres of literature, including fiction, nonfiction, 
essays, poetry, drama, and short stories. 
*Offered every other year. (2027-2028) 
Prerequisite:  9th & 10th grade English courses 
 
 
ENG 101 FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION               S – ½ CR  
 
Emphasis is placed on rhetoric and composition with 
a focus on expository writing and understanding 
writing as a process. This course focuses on 
establishing effective college-level writing strategies 
through four or more writing projects comprising at 
least 3,000 words in total.  
 
ENG101 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
Prerequisites: Appropriate writing placement test score, 
or a grade of C or better in ENG091 or ESL097. 
May be substituted for either World or British Literature   
 
 

 ENG 102 SECOND-YEAR COMPOSITION          S – ½ CR  

 
Emphasis is placed on rhetoric and composition with 
a focus on persuasive, research-based writing and 
understanding writing as a process. Scholars will 
develop advanced college-level writing strategies 
through three or more writing projects comprising at 
least 4,000 words in total. 
 
ENG102 Rio Salado College: 3 credits  
Prerequisites:  Grade of C or better in ENG101  
May be substituted for either World or British Literature 
 

ENH 110 INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE     S – ½ CR  

This course is an introduction to international 
literature through various forms of literary 
expression: e.g., poetry, drama, essay, biography, 
autobiography, short story, and novel. It provides a 
global overview of literature with special emphasis 
on diverse cultural contributions of women, African 
Americans, Asian Americans, Hispanic Americans, 
and Native Americans.  

ENH 110 Rio Salado College: 3 credits  
Prerequisite: ENG101 with a grade of C, or better 
May be substituted for either World or British 
Literature 
 

ENG 111 TECH & PROFESSIONAL WRITING    S – ½ CR 

This course covers analyzing, planning, organizing, 
researching, and writing correspondence, reports, 
and presentations for specific work-related 
audiences, and includes integrating data and 
graphics into work-related documents and 
presentations. 

ENG 111 Rio Salado College: 3 credits  
Prerequisites: ENG101 with a grade of C, or better. 
May be substituted for either World or British 
Literature 
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WORLD LANGUAGES/DUAL ENROLLMENT WORLD LANGUAGE

Subject Area Goal:  
• Scholars will competently use a world language for written and oral communication and demonstrate knowledge 

of appropriate cultural behaviors. 
• Scholars must complete 2 years of studies in the same world language. 

410 SPANISH I                                    Y – 1 CR  
Introduces scholars to the basic vocabulary of the 
language and components of the culture of the 
countries in which the language is spoken. Prepares 
scholars to begin to read, write, speak, and 
understand.  
Prerequisites: None 

411 SPANISH II                                                    Y – 1 CR 
This course provides further refinement of the skills 
acquired in the first year. Level 1 skills are reviewed, 
and new skills are added in the areas of reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking. Appropriate cultural 
components are studied.  
Prerequisites: Spanish I  

412B HON SPANISH III                                        Y – 1 CR 
SPA 101 is an advanced first year Spanish, covering 
all high school Spanish I curriculum in one semester. 
SPA 102 covers all Spanish II. These courses review 
the present and present progressive tenses, as well 
as the preterit and the imperfect, and will cover 
basic grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary of the 
Spanish language. Included in the course is the study 
of the Spanish-speaking cultures. Students will 
practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills.                                        
Prerequisites: B or better in Spanish I, or 
department approval. 
SPA101 (Semester 1): Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
SPA102 (Semester 2):  Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
 
417 HON SPANISH IV                                         Y – 1 CR 
Continued study of essential Spanish grammar and 
Spanish-speaking cultures. Continued practice and 
development of reading, writing, and speaking skills 
in Spanish. Students will demonstrate reading 
comprehension of detailed descriptions, subjective 
information, and narrations in the past, present, or 
future, as well as the ability to write such 
descriptions and narrations, give instructions and 
commands, and participate in basic conversations. 
Emphasis on fluency and accuracy in spoken Spanish.  
Prerequisites: B or better in SPA 101 and 102, or 
department approval. 
SPA201 (Semester 1): Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
SPA202 (Semester 2):  Rio Salado College: 4 credits 

460 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE I                    Y- 1 CR 
Introduction of principles, methods, and techniques for 
communicating with deaf people who sign.  Development 
of expressive and receptive sign skills, manual alphabet, 
numbers, and sign vocabulary.  Overview of syntax, 
grammar, and culture related to A.S.L. 
Prerequisites: None 

461 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE II                    Y- 1 CR 
This course is a continuation of ASL I, focusing on the 
fundamental elements of American Sign Language in a 
cultural context. Expressive and receptive skills are 
progressively developed with vocabulary and grammar in a 
cultural context.  American Deaf culture and history will be 
expanded upon with an emphasis on family dynamics and 
making comparisons and connections to one’s own 
culture.  Course instruction and activities are primarily in 
ASL.  Completion of ASL I is required. 
Prerequisites: ASL I 
 
420 HON FRENCH I                                                 Y- 1 CR 
Introduces scholars to the basic vocabulary of the 
language and components of the culture of the countries 
in which the language is spoken. Prepares scholars to 
begin to read, write, speak, and understand. 
Prerequisites: None 
FRE101 (Semester 2): Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
 
421H HON FRENCH II                                             Y- 1 CR 
This course provides further refinement of the skills 
acquired in the first year. Level 1 skills are reviewed, and 
new skills are added in the areas of reading, writing, and 
speaking. Appropriate cultural components are studied. 
Prerequisites: French I 
FRE102 (Semester 2): Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
 
422H HON FRENCH III                                            Y- 1 CR 
This course builds on the foundation of French 1 and 2 to 
continue studying the French language and 
culture. Scholars will continue to improve their ability in 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
the French language through the study of linguistics, film, 
and literature.  By the end of the year, scholars will be 
prepared for more advanced college courses and feel 
more confident in their speaking abilities.  Prerequisites: 
Honors French II Dual Enrollment option with Rio Salado 
College. 
FRE201 (Semester 1): Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
FRE202 (Semester 2): Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
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HISTORY/DUAL ENROLLMENT HISTORY 

Subject Area Goals:  
• To instill into the minds and hearts of the scholars’ knowledge and respect for the ideals and values of the great men and women of 

history, including those who founded the American nation.  
• Scholars will also prepare to be ready to provide selfless service to their country to assist in restoring America’s greatness.  
• Scholars must complete 4 years of history. Scholars must complete American History, World History, Modern US History & Culture, and 

American Government/U.S. Constitution & Economics. 

HIS110/HIS111 WORLD HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY   
 Y – 1 CR 

This course will begin with the Paleolithic era and 
continue through the Cold War.  Scholars will study 
the migrations, geography, and peoples of ancient, 
medieval, and modern history, featuring cultures 
from across the globe.  Participants in the course will 
learn to analyze past civilizations to draw insights 
which they will apply to contemporary issues and 
challenges.  This course will provide the opportunity 
for discussion, debate, and argument among the 
scholars themselves concerning the great principles 
and ideals of history.  The course will be based upon 
primary sources and classic histories. 
HIS110 (Semester 1) Rio Salado College: 3 Credits 
HIS 111 (Semester 2) Rio Salado College: 3 Credits 

HIS103/HIS 104 AMERICAN/ARIZONA HISTORY            
Y – 1 CR 

This course will begin with Mesoamerican cultures 
and continue to the War on Terror. Scholars will 
examine primary and secondary sources from 
multiple perspectives. They will also be introduced to 
historical thinking as a means of examining the past 
and to build fundamental critical thinking skills. This 
course will focus on our national heroes, their words, 
and key events throughout our nation’s history. We 
will also examine our lesser-known heroes and 
connect to our historical past through the eyes of 
those who came before us. Scholars will insert 
themselves into the historical discussion through 
research, debates, and essays. 
HIS103 (Semester 1) Rio Salado College: 3 Credits 
HIS 104 (Semester 2) Rio Salado College: 3 Credits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

047 MODERN US HISTORY AND CULTURE      Y-1 CR      
This course focuses on the US moving out of 
isolationism and blossoming into a global power. 
Highlights of the class include the Spanish American 
War, European tensions prior to WWI, Roaring 20s, 
Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War and the 
Vietnam War through current global tensions with 
nations and terrorism. This class counts as a history 
elective. 
Prerequisites: US History 
 
042 AMERICAN GOV / U.S. CONSTITUTION    S – ½ CR 

Scholars will experience their own freedom trail by 
studying the lessons learned from Jamestown in 
1607 through the Constitution in 1787. They will 
become familiar with the people we call the 
Founding Fathers who helped change the direction 
of the world. Scholars will learn how the trials, 
efforts, failures, and eventual triumphs of the 
Founders make them true American heroes. 
This course also includes the study of the substance 
and meaning of the U.S. Constitution in its original 
form together with the amendments since added. 
The course emphasizes original intent by 
familiarizing scholars with the Founders’ own words 
and explanations as to why each principle, phrase or 
sentence was included in the document. Departures 
from original intent and meaning will also be 
reviewed. (Seniors Only)                    
Prerequisite: American History & World History            
POS 110 Rio Salado College:  3 credits 
 
050 ECONOMICS                                              S – ½ CR 
This course will provide scholars a greater 
understanding of economics ranging from the 
viewpoint of the individual consumer or small 
business owner to the global economy. The course 
will study the law of supply and demand, forms of 
business, labor unions, government finances and 
influence on the economy, money and prices, 
inflation, and deflation cycles. The course relates 
history and politics to the study of economics.  
Prerequisites: Seniors only  
AREC101/PPEL 101 University of Arizona:  3 Credits      
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MATHEMATICS/DUAL ENROLLMENT MATHEMATICS 

Subject Area Goals: 
• Scholars will learn to recognize, analyze, and describe patterns and relationships in real numbers, algebraic 

functions, and geometric figures.  
• Scholars will strengthen and deepen their number sense and their ability to organize their thoughts and use logic, 

both inductive and deductive to solve real world problems.  
• Scholars must complete at least 4 years of math. All scholars must complete Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and a 

final math course at the high school level. 
 
 
614 NUMBER SENSE                                          Y – 1 CR  
Scholars receive math support to help them succeed 
in their Algebra I class. This includes filling in 
foundational math gaps, diving deeper into the 
content of the math curriculum, and helping scholars 
with homework and test preparation.  Number 
Sense is ideal for incoming scholars who need extra 
assistance to set them up for success in the Heritage 
math program.  
 Prerequisites: Teacher Recommendation 
 
630 ALGEBRA I                                         Y – 1 CR  
Scholars enrolled in this course will learn problem 
solving approaches, thinking and algebraic skills 
necessary for future mathematics courses and other 
disciplines. It includes a study of real number 
systems, linear equations, linear inequalities, 
exponential functions, quadratic equations, and 
statistics. Scholars must show mastery of Algebra I 
before advancing to Geometry. 
 Prerequisites: Pre-Algebra 
Requirements:  Graphing Calculator 
 
 
645 GEOMETRY                                                     Y – 1 CR  
This course will review and extend the skills and 
topics mastered in Algebra I. It places emphasis on 
plane geometry and includes some solid and 
coordinate geometry. The course provides scholars 
with the opportunity to improve their understanding 
of spatial relationships, develop inductive and 
deductive thinking skills, improve problem solving 
skills in geometric settings, relate algebra to 
geometry, and develop a deep understanding of 
ratio and proportion concepts. A protractor, 
compass, ruler, and scientific calculator are required. 
Scholars must show mastery of Geometry before 
advancing to Algebra II. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I 
Requirements: Protractor, Ruler, Compass, and Scientific 
Calculator. 
 
 

 
633 FOUNDATIONAL ALGEBRA II                      Y – 1 CR  
This course will provide an opportunity for scholars 
to apply algebraic concepts to solve real-world 
problems. Scholars will be taught to visualize, 
represent, model, and solve problems that involve 
applications with business and science as well as 
make connections within the field of mathematics.  
Topics will include absolute value, rate of change, 
linear functions and systems of equations and 
inequalities. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I and teacher recommendation 
Requirements: Graphing Calculator 
 

650 ALGEBRA II                                                     Y – 1 CR  
This course will cover topics in advanced Algebra and 
Geometry. Scholars will further their understanding 
of linear functions, quadratic equations, matrices, 
logarithms, rational and radical equations, statistics, 
and series and sequences. Scholars will discuss and 
solve real-life applications of the studied topics. 
Algebra II will help prepare scholars for college math 
courses and for Pre-Calculus.  
Prerequisites: Algebra I 
Requirements: Graphing Calculator 

 

 653 CONSUMER MATH                                      Y – 1 CR  
Consumer Math is an applied math course for 
students interested in learning how to manage 
personal finances.  Topics include calculating salary, 
taxes, and benefits, borrowing and investing money, 
savings, credit and the purchase of items such as 
homes and autos.  Purchase of a simple, basic math 
calculator is strongly recommended.  Class does not 
meet college entrance requirements and is only 
open to scholars with a teacher recommendation. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II 
Requirements: Teacher Recommendation 
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MAT142 COLLEGE MATHEMATICS                     Y - 1 CR    

College level mathematics and its applications to real-life 
problems.  Emphasis on understanding mathematical 
concepts and their applications.  Topics include set theory, 
probability, statistics, finance, and geometry.  
MAT 142 (Spring semester) Rio Salado College:  3 credits  
Prerequisites: Algebra II and teacher recommendation. 

651 HONORS PRE-CALCULUS                  Y – 1 CR 

A pre-calculus course combining topics from college 
algebra and trigonometry. Preparation for analytic 
geometry and calculus. 
 
MAT 187 Rio Salado College:  5 credits   
Prerequisites: Algebra II and Grade of “C” or better in 
MAT120, or MAT121, or MAT122, or equivalent, and 
teacher recommendation. 
Course Notes: Scholars may receive credit for only one of 
the following: MAT150, MAT151, MAT152, or MAT187. 
 

MAT220 CALCULUS WITH ANALYTIC GEOMETRY 1  

Limits, continuity, differential, and integral calculus 
of functions of one variable. 
 
MAT 220 Rio Salado College: 5 credits   
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in MAT187 
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SCIENCE/DUAL ENROLLMENT SCIENCE 

Subject area goals: 
• Scholars will discover the processes of the world around them and begin lifelong experiences in science.   
• Freshmen scholars are required to take Integrated Science unless they receive teacher recommendation to move 

to Biology. All scholars are required to take Biology and Chemistry plus two other science courses.  
 
PHY 101 HONORS INTEGRATED SCIENCE         Y – 1 CR  

Integrated science explores basic concepts of physics 
as they apply to modern life and to earth 
systems.  Scholars will examine topics such as 
motion, energy transfer and storage, properties of 
matter, gravity, natural resources, internal and 
surface processes, weather and climate, electricity 
and magnetism, nuclear processes, the solar system, 
stars and galaxies, and earth systems. 
PHY101 Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
Prerequisite: QRAS Score 70 or better 
Recommended for freshmen (9th grade) 
 
BIO 100 HONORS BIOLOGY                  Y – 1 CR     

Introductory course covering basic principles and 
concepts of biology.  Methods of scientific inquiry 
and behavior of matter and energy in biological 
systems are explored.  
BIO100 Rio Salado College: 4 credits  
Prerequisite: None 
 

CHM130 HONORS FUNDAMENTAL CHEMISTRY                                                   
Y – 1 CR  

Energy changes affect matter through both physical 
(thermal and interaction energies) and chemical 
(breaking and reforming bonds).  Scholars learn 
nomenclature, balancing chemical equations, 
mathematical processes including conversions, 
density, heat capacity, mole equations, 
stoichiometry, and gas equations. The process of 
scientific discovery is explored through the history of 
the atomic theory development and the men and 
women important to this process.   Topics in acids, 
bases, reaction rates, nuclear chemistry, and basic 
organic chemistry are explored.  Daily activities, labs 
and lab reports, as well as modeling techniques of 
drawing what the particles and energy are doing are 
used to obtain not only hands-on but minds-on 
understanding.   
CHM130/CHM130LL Rio Salado College: 4 Credits 
Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1 
 

BIO 160 HONORS ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY             
Y – 1 CR       

Principles of scientific method.  Structural 
organization, homeostasis, and control mechanisms 
of the body.  Specific chemistry concepts.  Structure 
and function of the major systems of the body.  
BIO160 Rio Salado College: 4 Credits 
Perquisite; Biology & Chemistry 
 
BIO 181 & 182 HON GENERAL BIOLOGY I & II             
Y – 1 CR     

This course is a study of biological concepts 
emphasizing the interplay of structure and function, 
particularly at the molecular and cellular levels of 
organization. Cell components and their duties are 
investigated, as well as the locations of cellular 
functions within the cell. The importance of the 
membrane is studied, particularly its roles in 
controlling movement of ions and molecules and in 
energy production. The effect of genetic information 
on the cell is followed through the pathway from 
DNA to RNA to protein. Relationships of different life 
forms are studied, noting characteristics and general 
lifecycles of the different types of organisms, 
including bacteria, archaea, and eukaryotes. Plant 
structure, function, and reproduction are studied, as 
well as photosynthesis and plant nutrition. Ecological 
principles are discussed, including organism 
interactions at the various ecological levels. 
Principles of conservation are introduced.  
BIO181 Grand Canyon University: 4 Credits 
BIO182 Grand Canyon University: 4 Credits  
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry, and Algebra 1 
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SCIENCE/DUAL ENROLLMENT SCIENCE

 

PHY 111 HONORS PHYSICS                                Y – 1 CR  

General Physics: Includes motion, energy, and 
properties of matter. General Physics II: includes 
electricity, electromagnetism, and modern physics. 
PHY 111 Rio Salado College: 4 credits 
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry & Pre-Calculus 
Recommended for seniors (12th grade) 
 
916 HON PSYCHOLOGY                                   S- ½ CR     

This course is an introductory survey of the scientific 
study of human behavior and cognitive functions, 
including developmental psychology, neuroscience, 
learning, personality, memory, perception, 
psychopathology, and social behavior.            
PSY101 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
 Prerequisite: None (11th & 12th grades only) 
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BUSINESS/COMPUTERS

825 CTE HONORS COMPUTERS                         S – ½ CR  

This course is an overview of computer technology, 
concepts, terminology, and the role of computers in 
business and society. Discussion of social and ethical 
issues related to computers. Use of word processing, 
spreadsheet, database, and presentation software, 
uses of application software and the Internet for 
efficient and effective problem solving as well as 
exploration of relevant emerging technologies.                
CIS 105 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
Prerequisites: None. Freshmen should have teacher 
recommendation before enrolling, if possible.  

 
902 ENTREPRENUERSHIP                                      S- ½ CR                                                               

Scholars in grades 9-12 will learn essential business 
skills like management, communication, finance, HR, 
marketing and more. Explore how to become an 
entrepreneur who leads with character and excels in 
the work you love.  

Prerequisites: None 

833 COMPUTERS IN BUSINESS OPERATIONS  
Y-1CR                                                               
No matter which career path you pursue, proficiency 
in Microsoft Office is a valuable skill. MOS 
certification makes your resume stand out, 
demonstrates your knowledge and capability with 
the world’s leading business software, and provides 
definite proof you meet key qualifications for a wide 
range of high-paying jobs. This course will prepare 
you to take the Microsoft Office Specialist Exam and 
gives you added power to chart your own course, 
fulfill your ambition, and realize your potential. 
CIS113 (Semester 1) Rio Salado College: 3 Credits 
CIS114 (Semester 2) Rio Salado College: 3 Credits 
Prerequisites: CIS 105 (CTE Honors Computers)   
(CIS 113 DE Microsoft Word and CIS 114 Excel 
Spreadsheet. 

 

826 COMPUTERS IN BUSINESS OPERATIONS II                            
S – ½ CR  

Use of PowerPoint to produce professional-quality 
presentation visuals with animation and sound. 
Scholars will also have the opportunity to review 
Word and Excel and complete the Microsoft Office 
Associate Certification. 
CIS118 Rio Saldo College: 3 credits 
Prerequisites: CIS 105 (CTE Honors Computers) 
 

778 DIGITAL IMAGING                            S – ½ CR  

In this class scholars learn the basics of how to use a 
consumer digital camera, adjusting settings, importing 
digital images to a computer, manipulation of the image 
using various photo editing software, preparing images for 
print, and email and web usage. Some photographs must 
be taken outside of class. 

Requirements:  
Digital Camera 5 megapixel minimum 
Ability to transfer photos to computer 
 

642 FOUNDATIONS OF PERSONAL FINANCE     S- ½ 
CR                                            

The purpose of this course is to empower students with 
knowledge and application of basic financial principles so 
they can make sound financial decisions for life. We will be 
studying the Dave Ramsey method for saving, budgeting, 
staying out of debt, investing, and insurance. Scholars will 
learn the behaviors that will help them achieve financial 
success for life. 

Prerequisites: Algebra I 
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COLLEGE CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION (CCL) IN PRESCHOOL EDUCATION 

The Child Development program is designed with a specific course track with the goal of preparing 
scholars for post-secondary education and the work force. Scholars who successfully complete Child 
Development I, II and III are eligible to earn their College Certificate of Completion (CCL) in Preschool 
Education.  

 

918 CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT I                   S – ½ CR  
This course is an overview of the influences on 
young children`s development. It covers the 
principles, patterns, and assessment of child growth 
and development. It also surveys the influences on 
development including routines, curriculum, 
environments, guidance, and child-centered learning 
strategies that accommodate individual differences. 
Scholars will spend one day per week in a lab setting 
working with students at Liberty Kids Preschool.  
 
Prerequisite: Available for 10th-12th graders only. 
Teacher recommendation is required for 
enrollment in this course.  
FCS110 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
 
922 CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT II            S- ½ CR 
This course is an overview of policies, practices and 
procedures, legal, and regulatory standards of the 
Arizona Department of Health and Childcare 
licensing. It covers program planning and evaluation 
methods that ensure environments are 
developmentally appropriate for children zero to age 
eight. Emphasis on health and safety practices, 
human resource and risk management policies, and 
physical facility requirements. One day per week will 
be spent in a lab setting working with students at 
Liberty Kids Preschool.  
 
Prerequisite: Child Development I, available for 10th-12th 
graders only. Teacher recommendation is required for 
enrollment in this course.  
FCS120 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

923 CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT III            S- ½ CR 
This is a specialized course that explores the 
communication, collaboration, advocacy, ethics, and 
leadership needed to support young children and 
their families. It covers strategies designed to 
nurture these concepts utilizing technology, 
professional development, quality indicators, and 
mutually beneficial connections. One day per week 
will be spent in a lab setting working with students 
at Liberty Kids Preschool. 
 
Prerequisite: Child Development I & II, available to 11th 
and 12th graders only. Teacher recommendation is 
required for enrollment in this course.  
FCS130 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
 
924 CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT IV                S- ½ CR 
Child Development IV teaches techniques of 
portfolio development to document prior learning 
gained through experience, training, and/or previous 
education. It includes a study of learning styles and 
levels, an analysis of personal and vocational 
experiences, a synthesis of these with competencies 
for specific courses, and an integration of the above 
with other material to create a portfolio to be 
introduced for evaluation for credit. One day per 
week will be spent in a lab setting working with 
students at Liberty Kids Preschool. 

Prerequisite: Child Development I, II, & III, available to 
11th-12th grades only. Teacher recommendation is 
required for enrollment in this course.  
FCS250 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE)

 
 

827 CTE Internship Education                              Y- 3 CR  

Senior year class that can be used as a Co-Op class or 
as a concurrent class for the Rio Salado Child 
Development Program. This course consists of initial 
in-person learning followed by release time for work 
purposes. Prerequisite: Childhood Development I &; 
II and current employment making at least minimum 
wage.  

Prerequisite: Childhood Development I & II and current 
employment making at least minimum wage 
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FINE ARTS 

525 BALLROOM DANCE I                                   S – ½ CR  

This class is designed to introduce the student to the 
basics of major ballroom dances like Waltz, Foxtrot, 
Tango, Swing, Cha-Cha, and Rumba. There is an 
emphasis on partnering for both social dancing and 
performing, and one required performance. The class 
will cover the social skills they are learning through 
dance, and basic etiquette for social interaction. 
Prerequisite: None.         

526 BALLROOM DANCE II                                   Y-1 CR  

This class builds upon the techniques and styles 
learned in Ballroom I.  This class will also introduce 
the student to the basics of several popular social 
dances including, but not limited to West Coast 
Swing, Night Club Two Step, Samba, Lindy Hop, 
Viennese Waltz, and Argentine Tango.  There is one 
written assignment, one outside class activity and 
one required performance.  The pace and skill level 
will be higher than Ballroom I. 
Prerequisite: 2 semesters of Ballroom I or teacher 
approval. Performance fee required. 

527 BALLROOM DANCE III                                   Y-1 CR  

This class is a high intermediate ballroom class with a 
focus on technique and higher-level dance patterns. 
The class will continue to build upon some of the 
dance styles and techniques learned in Ballroom I 
and II.  It is for scholars with a serious interest in 
Ballroom Dance.  There will be one written 
assignment, one outside class activity and one 
required performance.  There may be other 
opportunities for performing as well.  
Prerequisite: Audition required.  
Performance fee required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

501 DANCE I                                         Y –1 CR  

This class will focus on the basic techniques of dance 
and will include learning various styles such as jazz, 
ballet, lyrical and contemporary. The class will focus 
on strengthening and conditioning as well as 
movement and performance quality. There will be 
one written assignment, one outside class activity 
and one required performance. Specific dance attire 
is required.  
Prerequisite: none                    

502 DANCE II                                         Y –1 CR  

This class builds upon the fundamental techniques 
learned in Dance I.  The class will continue in 
learning the various styles of jazz, ballet, lyrical and 
contemporary and their knowledge of dance 
vocabulary will be increased.  The pace of this class 
will be higher than that of Dance I.  There will be one 
written assignment, one outside class activity and 
one required performance.  Specific dance attire is 
required. Prerequisite: Audition or teacher approval. 
Performance fee required. 

503 DANCE III                                         Y –1 CR  

This class builds upon all the techniques learned in 
Dance I and II and the students will increase their 
knowledge of the various styles of jazz, ballet, lyrical 
and contemporary.  The pace of this class will be 
faster than that of Dance II.  There will be one 
written assignment, one outside class activity and 
one required performance.  Choreographic principles 
are introduced in this class and practiced.  Specific 
dance attire is required. 
Prerequisite: Audition or teacher approval. Performance 
fee required. 

504 DANCE COMPANY                                     Y –1 CR  

This class builds upon all the techniques learned in 
Dance I-III. Students will increase their knowledge in 
the various styles of jazz, ballet, lyrical and 
contemporary.  The pace will be faster than that of 
Dance III.  There will be one written assignment, one 
outside class activity and one required performance. 
Choreographic principles will continue to be worked 
on.  Specific dance attire is required. 
Prerequisite: Audition or teacher approval.  Performance 
fee required
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DRAMA / PERFORMANCE 

534 DRAMA I                                               S – ½ CR  

Included is a brief study of the history of theatre 
from the ancient Greeks through the Renaissance 
and contemporary theatre. Scholars will have the 
opportunity to prepare and perform in short scripts 
and shows each quarter in addition to monologues, 
improvisation, and pantomime. Focus will be given 
to the “actor’s instrument”, developing stage 
technique and basic performance skills.   
Prerequisite: None 
 
565 ART                                                                  S – ½ CR  
Senior Art has required art projects that give the 
student a foundation in the elements and principles 
of art. It also allows for projects of choice in which 
the student can explore different art medias and art 
forms. Medias used are pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, 
scratch art, soft pastels, acrylic, watercolor, and 
block printing. Art history and culture are 
incorporated extensively. 
Prerequisite: None  
Course can be repeated for additional credit 
 

 
537 HONORS DRAMA                                  Y-1 CR  
Honors Drama scholars will be challenged to excel in 
all facets of theater. Scholars will perform scenes 
and monologues from classic plays, and scholars 
might rehearse and perform in a full-length play. The 
craft of acting will be studied. A classic film will be 
viewed and analyzed. A classic play may be studied 
during the semester.  
Prerequisite: Audition required   
 
533 MUSICAL THEATHER                                    S ½ CR  
 In this performance-based course full-year, 
repeatable for credit, scholars will first learn a brief 
history of musical theater including different musical 
styles from classical to modern productions, before 
choosing their own solo pieces to prepare and 
perform in a final musical showcase at the end of 
each semester.  Scholars will also participate in a full 
group ensemble piece and learn basic movement, 
dance, and acting through music.  
Prerequisite: Audition required   
 
538 STAGECRAFT                                                 S – ½ CR  
This class will cover most aspects of the technical 
side of a stage production, including set design and 
construction, lighting, sound, backstage crew, 
curtain operation, stage management, etc. 
Prerequisite: none
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 BAND/CHOIR/GENERAL MUSIC/ORCHESTRA

330 CONCERT BAND                                             Y – 1 CR  
A year-long music course for high school scholars 
who have at least one year of experience performing 
on a wind or percussion instrument. Scholars will 
continue to improve their performance skills, 
focusing on a variety of aspects such as tone, 
intonation, rhythm, articulation, style, balance, and 
blend. Scholars will also expand their concepts of 
music theory and history. Scholars must satisfactorily 
meet the performance requirements for this course 
through an audition. 
Prerequisite:  Minimum 1 year experience or 
audition required 
 
332 SYMPHONIC BAND                                     Y – 1 CR  
An advanced-level, year-long performing ensemble 
for high school scholars with several years of 
experience This course is only open to scholars by 
audition. 
Prerequisite: Audition Required 
 
365 GUITAR                                                        S – 1/2 CR  
One-year course repeatable for credit. Will study 
music theory, chord structure, guitar tablature, 
technique, and performance etiquette.  Will perform 
2 concerts per year. 
Fees:  Provide own guitar and Essential Elements for 
Guitar Book One 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
331 PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE                                Y- 1 CR   

A class for percussionists of all levels that would 
cover techniques, rudiments, all percussion 
instruments, allow for extra learning and practice 
time to perfect their skills, and feed into the band 
program. 
Prerequisite: None 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
312 SINFONIA ORCESTRA                                  Y – 1 CR  
An advanced-level, year-long performing ensemble 
for high school scholars with several years of 
experience playing an orchestral string instrument. 
This course is only open to scholars by audition. One 
performance required per semester.  
Prerequisite: One year experience required, and full year 
commitment 
 
315 CHAMBER ORCHESTRA                               Y – 1 CR  
This is an advanced strings only ensemble. The 
course will focus on the great string literature of the 
Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Contemporary 
style periods and explore contemporary 
arrangements including pop and show tunes. It will 
involve rigorous outside practice and performance 
preparations including regional auditions and 
participation, Area Festivals, and quarterly concerts. 
Students must be self-motivated and have a strong 
commitment to the ensemble. Private Lessons highly 
recommended.  
Prerequisite: Audition required, and Full Year 
Commitment 
 
337 PIANO I                                                        S – 1/2 CR  
Piano I: This beginner level course will provide scholars the 
opportunity to study literature of all styles and periods, 
piano techniques, musicianship skills, composition and 
improvisation. It will further explore studies in music 
theory, preparing the scholar for higher level courses. This 
course will require a minimum of two recitals per year to 
provide an opportunity to demonstrate growth. 
Fees:  Class fee 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
338 PIANO II                                                       S – 1/2 CR   

This course is designed for level 2-3 piano scholars 
who wish to expand and further develop their piano 
skills. Time in class will be spent on keyboards, as 
well as musical notation and theory. Scholars will 
work individually and in small groups to master 
various piano techniques. A variety of method books 
will be used. Fees: Class fee 
Prerequisite: Audition Required. 
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364 PIANO III                                                      S – 1/2 CR   

This course is designed for level 2-3 piano scholars 
who wish to expand and further develop their piano 
skills. Time in class will be spent on keyboards, as 
well as musical notation and theory. Scholars will 
work individually and in small groups to master 
various piano techniques. A variety of method books 
will be used. Fees: Class fee 
Prerequisite: Audition Required. 
 
MHL 140 SURVEY OF MUSIC HISTORY            S – ½ CR   

Study of composters, compositions, styles, and 
periods in music history. 
Prerequisite: None 
MHL 140 Rio Salado College: 3 credits  
 
344 CONCERT CHOIR                                   Y - 1 CR   
This intermediate mixed choir will provide students 
the opportunity to study literature of all style 
periods, vocal techniques, and musicianship skills. 
This course will also involve travel and competition 
in national, state, and local events. A minimum of 
four performances per year will provide an 
opportunity to demonstrate growth, participation is 
mandatory and performance attire will be required.  

Prerequisite: Teacher Approval/Audition Required         
Full year course commitment 

348 GATEWAY SINGERS                                     Y – 1 CR  
This advanced mixed choir will provide students the 
opportunity to study literature of all style periods, 
vocal techniques, and musicianship skills. This course 
will involve travel and competition in national, state, 
and local events. A minimum of four plus 
performances per year will provide an opportunity 
to demonstrate growth, participation is mandatory 
and performance attire will be required.  
 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval/Audition: Required 
Full year course commitment 
 
 
355 JAZZ & SHOW CHOIR                                    Y - 1 CR                      

One year course repeatable for credit.  Will study 
jazz music and its historical foundation in the United 
States along with Show Choir work.  Will perform 4 
concerts per year and attend various festivals.  
Fees:  Uniform purchase required. 
Prerequisites: Audition required, full year 
commitment 
 
 
358 MUSIC THEORY AND SONGWRITING        S- ½  CR                              

This course will explore the fundamentals of Music 
Theory and songwriting techniques using Noteflight. 
Learn, an online program for writing music and 
learning the theory behind it.  

MTC 101 Rio Salado College: 3 credits  
Prerequisites: none 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Subject Area Goals: 
• Scholars will learn to enjoy and understand the importance of maintaining a physically active lifestyle, improve 

physical skills, learn the associated rules and etiquette, and learn the importance of cooperation and teamwork. 
* Some PE classes have fees that accompany them. ECA Tax credit money may be used to pay for PE class fees. 

750 P.E.                                                                  S – ½ CR  

This class emphasizes physical fitness through a 
program involving individual or team exercises 
including a wide variety of fun and competitive 
games. This physical education class will primarily 
focus on strength, cardiovascular endurance, and 
agility training to enhance the development of the 
individual for recreational activity, athletics, or 
competitive sports.   

Prerequisite: None.  

711 PILATES                                                          S – ½ CR  

Mat Pilates is a total body fitness program with a 
focus on developing strength through the core of the 
body. Results will include improved posture, 
increased lung capacity, and strong muscles. 
Emphasis on all around, complete fitness supports a 
variety of fitness goals, from building strength to 
increasing flexibility and coordination. Work will be 
performed on a mat with minimal simple resistance 
training equipment. 

Prerequisite: None.   

754 GOLF                                                              S – ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and desire to learn the game of 
golf.  This class provides training in fundamentals of 
golf and golf etiquette.  

 Prerequisite: None.  This is a fee bearing course. 

755 HS WEIGHT TRAINING                                 S – ½ CR  

This class offers scholars an opportunity to learn safe 
and correct forms and techniques and improve their 
strength and basic athletic conditioning. Scholars will 
create a personalized plan that will fit their needs. 

Prerequisite: None.  This is a fee bearing course.

 

755A ADVANCED WEIGHT TRAINING             S – ½ CR  

Advanced Weight Training is structured as an open 
gym and requires participants to have a basic 
knowledge of strength training and program design. 
Enrollment for this course needs to be approved by 
the instructor and/or requires one semester of the 
Weight Training class. Prerequisite: Teacher 
approval; Fee-bearing course. 

755G HS GIRLS WEIGHT TRAINING             S – ½ CR  

This girls-only weights class offers scholars an 
opportunity to learn safe and correct forms and 
techniques and improve their strength and basic 
athletic conditioning. Scholars will create a 
personalized plan that will fit their needs. 

Prerequisite: None.  This is a fee bearing course. 

760 HS SWIMMING                                              S – ½ CR  

 This course is designed to help students develop and 
improve skills useful or necessary in an aquatic 
environment. Focus will be on swimming and the 
competitive strokes: freestyle, butterfly, backstroke, and 
breaststroke. The students will have an opportunity to 
compete in AIA Meets. Prerequisite: None. This is a fee 
bearing course. 

702 KENPO II                                                         Y – 1 CR  

This course is a continuation of the Kenpo 1 course 
with more emphasis placed on practical application 
of previous learned basic skills. Self-defense 
techniques are moved to a more physical level. 
Twenty-eight additional self- defense techniques are 
introduced, bringing the responsible number to 
thirty-nine. Scholars will be introduced to self-
defense against grabs, hugs, locks, chokes, tackles, 
and basics of ground defense.  The scholar must take 
two semesters to complete the course. Upon 
completion of this beginning course the scholar can 
earn orange and purple belts. Prerequisite: Successful 
completion of Kenpo I.    
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703 KENPO III                                                   Y – 1 CR  

The scholar will be introduced to an additional 
twenty-three self- defense techniques against 
punches, kicks, and combinations, bringing the 
responsible number to sixty-two.  Additionally, the 
concept of the “Technique line under stress” is 
introduced. The scholar must take two semesters to 
complete this intermediate course. The completed 
course can earn the scholar blue and green belts. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Kenpo I & II, 
Purple Belt 

754 BOWLING                                 S- ½ CR  

This class is designed to help scholars develop 
proper technique and form.  
Fee required. 
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TEAM SPORTS 

The following sports are team sports and participants will compete in the Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA) 
against other AIA schools.  Those scholars enrolling in any of the following will be enrolled in the team sports class. 
All participants in team sports will be charged the fee listed for each team sport to cover the cost of the facilities 
and referees.  ECA Tax Credits may be used to help cover sport class fee. 

752 BOYS BASKETBALL                              Y – 1 CR  
This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and skill. The class provides training 
in fundamentals of basketball in addition to concepts 
of team play. Athletes will compete in the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association (AIA).   
Winter Sport (will need to register for this BOTH 
semesters).  Fee required 
 
746 BOYS SOCCER                                                  S- ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest.  The class provides training in 
fundamentals of soccer and prepares athletes for 
competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.  
Winter Sport (will need to register for this BOTH 
semesters).  Fee required. 
 
759 BOYS VOLLEYBALL                                         S- ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest.  The class provides training in 
fundamentals of volleyball and prepares athletes for 
competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.  
Spring Sport.  Fee required. 
 
768G HS GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL                         S - ½ CR  
This class is planned for female scholars with a high 
level of interest.  The class provides training in 
fundamentals of flag football, and prepares athletes 
for competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.   
Fall Sport.  Fee required. 
 
766 GIRLS SOCCER                                              S - ½ CR  
This class is planned for female scholars with a high 
level of interest.  The class provides training in 
fundamentals of soccer and prepares athletes for 
competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.   
Winter Sport (will need to register for this BOTH 
semesters).  Fee required. 

764 WRESTLING    S - ½ CR 

 This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and desire to learn. This class 
provides training in fundamentals of wrestling.  They 
may focus on competitive wrestling. 
Winter Sport (will need to register for this BOTH 
semesters).  Fee required 
 
  
761 GIRLS VOLLEYBALL                                         S- ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest.  The class provides training in 
fundamentals of volleyball and prepares athletes for 
competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.  
Fall Sport.  Fee required. 
 
762 GIRLS BASKETBALL                                         S- ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest.  The class provides training in 
fundamentals of basketball, and prepares athletes 
for competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.  
Winter Sport (will need to register for this BOTH 
semesters).  Fee required. 
 
742/742B BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY       S- ½ CR  

This course will assist scholars athlete in preparing 
and competing in Cross Country meets. Cross 
Country consists of longer distance races over varied 
running terrain and conditions. The athletes will 
improve their conditioning, endurance, and overall 
health. 
Fall Sport.  Fee required. 
 
743B BOYS TRACK & FIELD                                  S- ½ CR  

This course will assist male scholar athletes in 
preparing and competing in Track and Field meets. 
Track and Field consists of shorter distance 
races/sprints through various races and events. The 
athletes will improve their conditioning, endurance, 
and overall health.  
Spring Sport.  Fee required. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 30 

 
 
758 HS FOOTBALL                                             S- ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and skill. Training will begin prior to 
the beginning of school; all interested scholars 
should contact a coach for full details. Athletes will 
compete in the Arizona Interscholastic Association  
and have an opportunity to compete against other 
teams and schools. 
Fall Sport.  Fee required. 
 
757 HS BASEBALL                                                  S - ½ CR  
This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and skill. The class provides training 
in fundamentals of baseball in addition to concepts 
of team play. Athletes will compete in the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association against other schools. 
Spring Sport.  Fee required. 
 
769 HS SWIM TEAM                                             S - ½ CR  
This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and skill. The class focuses on 
conditioning athletes for swim meet competitions.  
Fall Sport.  Fee required. 

 
763 HS SOFTBALL                                              S - ½ CR  
This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest. The class provides training in 
fundamentals of softball and prepares athletes for 
competition in the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association.  
Spring Sport.  Fee required. 
 
743 HS GIRLS TRACK & FIELD                               S- ½ CR  

This course will assist female scholar athletes in 
preparing and competing in Track and Field meets. 
Track and Field consists of shorter distance 
races/sprints through various races and events. The 
athletes will improve their conditioning, endurance, 
and overall health.  
Spring Sport.  Fee required. 
 
 
754 GOLF TEAM                                                  S – ½ CR  

This class is planned for those scholars with a high 
level of interest and skill. The class provides training 
in fundamentals of golf in addition to concepts of 
team play. Athletes will compete in the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association against other schools. 
Spring Sport. Fee Required.  
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GENERAL ELECTIVE COURSES

COM100 INTRO TO HUMAN COMMUNICATION            
S -½ CR  

Theory and practice of communication skills in 
public, small group, and interpersonal settings.  
Includes study of the speech communication 
process. 
Prerequisite: None 
COM100 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 

148 YEARBOOK/JOURNALISM                            Y - 1 CR  

The course is designed to teach scholars the basic 
techniques of publication with computers, 
photography, layout, editing, graphic arts, writing 
and interviewing. The class will create and produce 
the yearbook. This course is a yearlong course. 
Prerequisite: None 

910 TEACHER’S ASSISTANT                            S- ½ CR  

The course is designed to provide scholars with the 
opportunity to learn organizational skills as they 
assist teachers and other staff with various duties. 
Requirements: 10th-12th grade only 
*P/F grade-is not included in GPA 

715 DRIVERS EDUCATION                                S- ½ CR  

This class covers the classroom portion of the 
driver’s education and does not provide any behind 
the wheel training. This course is aimed at the 
development of knowledge, skills and attitude 
necessary for performing as a competent vehicle 
operator.  
Prerequisite: Must be 15 years and seven months 
old by the completion of the course. 

911 HS TARGETED EL DEVELOPMENT                S- ½ CR  

HS Targeted EL Instruction is designed to support 
high school English Language Learners (ELLs) in 
developing their academic language proficiency and 
communication skills across all content areas. 
Scholars will build vocabulary, grammar, and literacy 
skills that are essential for both academic success 
and everyday communication. Emphasis will be 
placed on reading, writing, listening, and speaking in 
English, tailored to each student's proficiency level 
and learning needs. 

790 STUDY HALL                                                  S - 0 CR  

Study lab.  This is a non-credit course. 
Prerequisite: None 
 

236 INTRODUCTION TO ROBOTICS              S – ½ CR  

Embark on an exciting journey into the world of 
robotics with Robotics I This dynamic course is 
designed to ignite your curiosity and build a solid 
foundation for you in robotics, focusing on the 
essential elements that power robotic 
innovation. You will have work collaboratively in a 
team to construct a fully functional and drivable 
robot. You will navigate your 
robot through a series of engaging challenges, 
showcasing your newfound skills in 
robotics engineering. This course is the perfect 
launchpad for those eager to explore the 
future of technology, offering a blend of theory and 
practice that helps prepare you for 
more advanced studies, and possibly a future career 
in robotics. 
Prerequisite: None 
Fee required. 
 

244 ROBOTICS II    S – ½ CR 

Take your next step in robotics engineering with 
'Robotics II: Intermediate Design and 
Automation.' This course is designed to deepen your 
understanding and skills in 
robotics, focusing on sophisticated design 
techniques and modern manufacturing 
processes. Building on the groundwork of Robotics I, 
you will explore how robots are 
engineered for complex tasks and real-world 
applications. By the end of this semester, 
you will have significantly advanced your skills in 
CAD, 3D Printing, laser cutting/etching, 
and programming for automation. This will leave you 
with substantial knowledge and 
hands-on experience, opening doors to further 
studies or careers in robotics where you 
can continue to grow and innovate. 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Robotics  
Fee required. 
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980 WORK EXPERIENCE   S – ½ CR 

This course provides students an opportunity to earn 
elective credit while working in a paid position. 
There are no regular classes to attend, however, 
career activity assignments may be required to be 
completed in addition to working on the job. 
Students will be assigned a teacher coordinator and 
the employer must complete a satisfactory 
evaluation form. No more than two credits may be 
used to meet graduation requirements. A “P” or “F” 
grade only will be given. This course is not used in 
GPA or Rank calculations. 
Prerequisite: 12th Grade only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

136H  HON SPEECH AND DEBATE                  S -½ CR  

 Designed to enhance the student's ability to present 
public speeches confidently and competently. Also 
designed to improve information literacy and critical 
thinking skills. 
Prerequisite: ENG101, available to Seniors only 
COM225 Rio Salado College: 3 credits 
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COLLEGE FAST TRACK PROGRAM – DUAL ENROLLMENT 

This program will enable Heritage scholars to earn college credits while attending Heritage Academy. Scholars and 
families will see the following benefits: 

1. Save time 
2. Save money 
3. Eliminate duplicate classes 
4. Progress at the right speed 
5. Better prepared for college 
6. Credits transfer to college/university*  

*Verify with college/university accepting credits 
 

What is Dual Enrollment? 
Dual Enrollment is a program which enables scholars to earn college credit while attending high school. A Dual 
Enrollment course is a class currently taught at Heritage, which is now approved for college credit. Courses will be 
offered through partnerships with Rio Salado Community College.  
 
Who can participate? 

• Scholars enrolled at Heritage grades 9-12 
• Student must take the Critical Reading and Thinking Placement test to be admitted to Rio Salado college.  

This test will be discussed during your graduation planning meeting with your College Advisor.    
• May need to take additional college placement exams depending on course(s) 

 
Is there financial assistance? 

Yes, some tuition assistance is available based on need through Rio Salado Community College.  The application 
normally becomes available in March of the current school year. Contact the Rio Salado Financial Aid Office at 480-
517-8080 for additional information.  
 
How many credits can I earn? 

That is up to you! An associate degree typically requires 60 credits.  If a scholar earns 15 credits per year for the 
four years in high school, an Associate Degree is achievable.  This is an aggressive goal, but achievable by highly 
motivated scholars. Even taking a few college classes will give you a fast start into college. 

How Do I Get Started? 

Schedule a meeting with your College Advisor to create a graduation plan to layout the courses you will take in 
high school to complete your high school graduation requirements and potentially earn your Associates degree.  
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DUAL ENROLLMENT ADMISSION AND TESTING GUIDELINES 

To enroll in a Dual Enrollment class, scholars must meet admission requirements or have completed the 
prerequisites for the course. 

GENERAL PLACEMENT TESTING INFORMATION 

• Students will be required to take the Critical Reading and Thinking Placement test (CRE) to begin taking 
dual enrollment courses. The test is free and accessible through the EdReady website. Your College 
Advisor will go over the CRE requirements in your graduation planning meeting.  
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